MexXTItaHeTHBIN KopaoJib pa30ouICs.

OT MOero crTaporo IIKOJBHOTO TOBapWIa, KOTOPHIA
OoJIbIlle ITOJIyMecsIia MpaBUl 3TUM KOpabyieM, OCTaloCh
JILLIbL HeuTo 6ecopMeHHoe. A s, BUIMmMo, XXuB. Kak ciy-
YUJIOCh, YTO 51 He moru6? MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO 3HAIOT BOJIILIEO-
HUKH, HO HE 1.

Mpr1 netenu Kk Mapcey. [lo pacyetam Moero mokouHo-
ro Apyra, Hall KopabJib yke Boluea B chepy MPUTSKEHUS
Mapca. Beixoaut, s1 noctur ueau? Eciu 3To Tak, To ayiia
MOETO ApYra MOXeT OBITh CITOKOMHA: paay YeCTU OKa3aTh-
csl TIepBBIM KuTaiiieM Ha Mapce crout u ymepets! Ho Ha
Mapc nu st momnan? Mory Julilb CTPOUTD JOTaIKW, HUKAKHUX
JI0Ka3aTeJIbCTB Y MeHs HeT. KoHeuHo, acTpoHOM ompene-
JIAJI OB, YTO 3TO 3a IUIaHETa, HO 5, K COXAaJICHUIO, TIOHU-
Malo B aCTPOHOMUM HUYYTh He OOJIbIIE, YEM B IPEBHEET 1 -
MEeTCKUX MMcbMeHax. Jpyr, 6e3 COMHEHMSI, TIPOCBETIII OBl
MeHS... YBBI! Moii 1oOpbBIit CTaphIif APYT...

Kopabmb pazouics. Kak xe s Tenepsb BepHYCh Ha 3eM-
mo? B MoeM pacnopskKeHUM OOHM JIOXMOThSI, ITIOXOXKE Ha
CYIIEHBIN IIMWHAT, 1a OCTaTKU eIbl B Xeaynke. ait 6or
KaK-TO BBDKUTH 37I€Ch, HE TO UYTO BEpHYThCSI. MecTo He3Ha-
KOMOe€, 1 BOODOIlle HEM3BECTHO, €CTh U Ha Mapce cyiie-
CTBa, MOXOXME Ha oaeil. Ho crout im moapsIBaTh CBOIO
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cMeJiocTh nevanpio? Jlyuine ycrnokauBaTh ce0sl MbICHbIO,
YTO ThI «IEPBBIN CKUTaNel Ha Mapce»...

KoHeuHo, Bce 3TO s IepeayMmal yxKe IOTOM, a TOraa
Yy MEHsI O4eHb KPYXWJIach rojioBa. Poxmannce Kakue-To
OOpBIBOYHbBIC MBIC/IM, HO SI IOMHIO TOJIBKO JIBE: KaK Bep-
HYTBCSI M KaK MPOXUTh. DTU MBICJIM COXPAHUJIUCH B MOEM
MO3Ty, CJIOBHO JIB€ IOCKH OT 3aTOHYBILIETO KOPaoIsi, Mpu-
OUTBIE BOJIHOM K Oepery.

Wrak, s nipuien B ceds. IlepBbIM Ae10M HY>KHO ObLIO
IMOXOPOHMTh OCTAHKU Moero OenHoro npyra. Ha obmomMku
KOpaOJIs s Jaxe He pelrayicss cMoTpeThb. OH Toxe OBLIT MOMM
IOOpBIM APYrOM — BEpHBI KOpadyib, TMPUHECIINI Hac
crona... Oba MOMX CITyTHUKA TTOTUOJIN, 1 S 9yBCTBOBAJI Ce0s
Tak, OyATO caM BUHOBAT B UX cMepTU. OHU OBIIU HYXKHbBI
Y TI0JIE3HBI, HO TTIOTMOJIM, OCTAaBUB KUTh MEHSI, 0€CIIOMOIII-
Horo. Jlypakam cyacTbe — Kakoe 3TO MeYaJibHOE yTelleHue!
Hpyra s TOXOpPOHIO, MyCTh MHE TIPUAETCS KOMaTh MOTUITY
rojpIMM pykKamu. Ho 4To mejaTh ¢ ocTaHKamMu Kopaoiis?
41 He cMen B3MISIHYTh Ha HUX...

HyxHo OBLIO KOmaTh MOTUJTY, a S JIMIIb TYIO CUAEI
U CKBO3b CJIe3bl TIsiAe 1o ctopoHam. [lopasurenbHo, HO
BCE, UTO 5 TOTAA YBUAECI, S IIOMHIO 10 MEIbYaNIINX O~
poOHOCTEI, M, KOTIa ObI ST HU 3aKPhLI IJ1a3a, Iepeno MHOM
CHOBA BCTaeT 3HAKOMBbII ITeii3a3K CO BCEMM KpacKaMU 1 OT-
TeHKaMU. TOJIbKO OIHY KApTUHY ST IIOMHIO TaK XK€ OTYECTIIM -
BO: MOTWJTY OTIIa, Ha KOTOPYIO ST BIIEPBbIE TIOIIEN B IETCTBE
BMecCTe C MaTephlo. Terneph s CMOTpPEJT Ha BCe OKpYKalolee
C MICITyTOM 1 pacTEePSTHHOCTBHIO, TOYHO MaJIcHbKOE AEPEBIIE,
KaXXIIBIii JINCTOYEK KOTOPOTO YYTKO B3[IparuBaeT Moj yaa-
paMu JOXIEBBIX Karleb.

A Bupen cepoe He0o0. He macmypHOe, a MMEHHO cepoe.
CouHIIe Tpeio BechMa CUJIBHO — MHE OBUIO XKapKo, — HO
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€ro CBeT He MOTI COIEpHUYATh C TEIUIOM, U MHE JaXe He
TIPUXOIUIOCH 3aKMypMBaTh Tja3a. TsoKeNblid, Topsuuid
BO3IyX, Ka3aJloCh, MOXHO OBLIO Tromrymath. OH OBIT ce-
PBIM, HO HE OT IIbUIM, TaK KakK sl BUIENI BCE NajaeKO BOKPYT.
CoJIHeYHEBIE JIyYH CJIOBHO PacTBOPSIIMCH BO MIJIE, [e/Iasi ee
YyTh CBETJIEEC U MpPUAaBas eif cepeOprUcCTo-TenebHbIN OT-
TEHOK. DTO OBLIO ITOX0Xe Ha JIeTHIOI Xapy B CeBepHOM
Kurae, korna mo HeOy MJBIBYT CyXHe cepble oOjiaka, HO
31eCh BO3MyX OBLI ellie MpayHee, TSLKeJlee, YHbLISE U CJI0B-
HO MNpUauNaji K July. MUHUATIOPHBIM MOI00MEM 3TOrO
MMpa MOTJIa Obl CITYXKUTh KapKasi ChIpOBapHS, B KOTOPOU
MepIIaeT TOJbKO OTOHEK MAaCJISTHOM JIaMITbl. Braneke TsHy-
JINCh HEBBICOKHE TOPHI, TAKXE cepble, HO 0oJiee TEMHBIE,
yeM He0o. Ha HuX BUIHEINCh PO30BhIe IOJIOCKHM, TOYHO Ha
111ee JUKOTO ToIyos.

«Kakas cepast crpanal» — nmogymar si, XoTs ellie He 3HaJl
TOTJa, CTpaHa JIM 3TO, 3acejieHa JIM OHa KaKUMH-HUOYIb
cymectBamMu. Ha cepoli paBHMHE BOKPYT He ObLJIO HU Je-
pEeBbEB, HU JIOMOB, HU I0JIEil — OfHA IJIaaKasi, TOCKJIUBO
POBHas MOBEPXHOCTH C IIIMPOKOJIUCTHOM, CTETIOLIEICS 110
3emJie TpaBoii. Cyns 1o BUIy, ITo4YBa Obl1a TydHOi. [Touemy
>Ke Ha Heil Hu4yero He cetor?!

HeBnaneke oT MeHsI JieTaayd Cepbie IITUILI C OEIbIMU
XBOCTaMM, HAaITOMMHABIIIME KOPIIYHOB. bellble msiTHa mMx
XBOCTOB BHOCUJIM HEKOTOPOE pa3HOOOpa3ue B 3TOT Mpay-
HBIII MUp, HO HE JIeJlajii ero MeHee yHbUIbIM. Ka3zaoch,
OyaTo B macMypHOe HeOO OPOCUIM MayKy aCCUTHALIUA.

KopuryHsl nomyieTenn coBceM OaM3KO. S MOHSsI, 4TO
OHU TOYYSUTM OCTAaHKU MOETO JPYyTra, 3aBOJTHOBAJICS U Ha-
YaJi ICKaTh Ha 3eMJIe KaKOW-HUOYIb TBEPAbIN MPEAMET, HO
He Hamren maxe BeTKW. «Hamo momaputh cpeau o0oM-
KOB KOpaOJIsi: XeJIe3HbIM IIPYTOM TOXE MOXHO BBIPBHITh
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aMy!» — nomymait s1. ITTULbI y3ke KpY>KUIA HaJ MOEii T0J10-
BOI, OITyCKasiCh BCE HIXE U U3IaBast IIPOTSKHBIE, XUIITHBIE
Kpuku. Mckath OBLI0 HEKOTAA, s TTOACKOYMII K 00JIOMKaM
M, CJIOBHO O€3yMHBII1, Hauajl OTPhIBAaTh KAKOM-TO KYCOK —
He ITIOMHIO Jaxe oT yero. OgHa 13 InTull cejia. B oTBeT Ha
MO BOILIb €€ XXEeCTKME KPbLIbs 3a1p0Kaiu, OeIblii XBOCT
B3METHYJICSI BBEPX, & KOTTU CHOBA OTOPBAJIUCh OT 3eMJIN.
OpHako Ha CMEHY CITYyTHYTOM NTHUIIe MPWIETEeIN ABE WU
TPU APYTUe C PaJOCTHBIM CTPEKOTOM COPOK, HallledIIuX
BKYCHY10 eny. MIX coOpathsl, JIeTaBIlIMEe B BO3MyXe, 3aKpH-
YaJiy ellle MPOTsDKHee, CJIOBHO YMOJISISI TIOMOXAATh, ¥ BAPYT
BCe pa3oM celid. Sl TIIETHO MbITAlCs OTJIOMUTh KyCOK OT
HMCKOBEPKaHHOTO KOpPITyca; IT0 MOMM pyKaM TeKJia KPOBb,
HO s He YyBCTBOBaJ 001u. HakmHyBIINCH HA KOPILIYHOB,
s CTaJl KpU4aTh, MMHATh MX HoraMu. [ITUIIEI pa3ieTennch,
HO OJIHa BCe-TaKW ycriejia KJIIOHYTh YeJI0BeUYeCKoe MSICO.
C aTOr0 MOMEHTA OHU MepecTaiy oOpaliaTh BHUMaHUE Ha
MOM ITMHKM: TOJIbKO HOPOBWJIM KJIIOHYTh MOIO HOTY.

S1 BCIIOMHIJI, YTO B KapMaHe y MEHsI JICXKUT IHUCTOJIET,
CYIOPOXKHO HAlllylaJI er0 U BAPYT — 4YTO 3a HaBaXaeHue! —
B KaKUX-HUOYIb CEMU-BOCHMU IlIarax OT ceOsl yBUaE JIto-
Jieli ¢ KoIlaubuMu Mopaamu!

2

«BBIXBaTUTH MUCTONET MW OAOXATh? — 3aKoJyie0ancs
sI, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BBIHYJI PYKYy M3 KapMaHa M MoJjrda
ycMmexHyncsa. — S npuiieten Ha Mapc 1o coOOCTBEHHOMY
KenaHuio. Ellle Hem3BeCcTHO, YOBIOT U MEHS 3TH KOIII-
KU — MOXET OBbITh, OHU caMble MWJIOCEPAHEIE CyIlIeCTBa Ha
cBete. C KaKoii cTaTh MHE XBaTaThCs 3a opyxkue!» Jlooprie
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TIOMBICJIBI TIPUOABJISIIOT XPabpPOCTH, U SI COBCEM TepecTa
BoJIHOBaThCs. [locMOTpUM, YTO M3 3TOTO BHIAET, BO BCSI-
KOM CJIydae, MHE He CJIeyeT IIepBOMY HamaaaTh.

YBuUIEB, UTO ST HE ABUTAIOCH, IIPUILEIIbLBI CACIAIN IBa
1ara BIepeI: MeIJICHHO, HO PEIIMTENIbHO, KaK KOIIKHU, BBI-
cleauBIINe Mbllilb. [ITUIIBI TEM BpeMeHeM pasJieTeTuch Co
cBoeil moObIvelt... S 3aKpbLI I71a3a OT yxkaca. M B Ty xe ce-
KYHIIy MEHS CXBaTWIN 3a pyKu. KTo OBI MOT IIOTyMaTh, 4TO
STH JIIOAM C KOIIAYbMMHU MOPJAMM ACHCTBYIOT TaK OBICTPO,
JIOBKO M O€CILIyMHO!

MoxeT, s coBepIII OIIUOKY, HEe BBIHYB IUCTOJIETA?
Hert, oHn DOJDKHEI OLIEHUTH Moe Oj1aroponctso! S coBcem
OBLIO YCITIOKOMJICSI 1 JTa’ke He OTKPBUI IJIa3 — OT YBEpEH-
HOCTH, a BOBCE He U3 TpycocTu. Ho XOTS 5T He conpoTHUB-
JISLICSI, CTPAHHBIE CYILECTBA CXXMMAJIU MOU PYKH BCE OOJIb-
Hee U OoJbHEe. «A MOOpHI JTU OHU?» — 3aCOMHEBAJICS 1.
YyBCTBO MOPAJIBHOTO MTPEBOCXOACTBA TOBOPUIIO MHE, YTO
YeJIOBeKY YHU3UTEILHO MEPUTHCS CUJION ¢ KomkaMu. Kpo-
M€ TOrO, Ha KaXHoil MOeil pyKe Jiexaylo I10 YeThIpe-IIsTh
JIal — MSITKMX, HO KPEIKUX, OXBAaTUBIINUX MOU PYKH, KaK
aJIacTUYHBIe peMHHU. BopoThes 6ecmone3Hno. Ecnu s mo-
MBITAIOCh BBIPBATHCS, OHU BBIMYCTAT KOITH. JIromu-Kor-
K1, HABEpPHOE, BCET/Ia XBAaTaIOT CBOIO TOOBIYY MCITOITHIIIKA,
a 3aTeM MPUYUHSIOT €ii XeCTOKYI0 00JIb — HE3aBUCUMO OT
TOTO, KaK BeleT cebst xkepTBa. Takywo 00Jib, KOTOpas 3a-
CTaBJISIET XEPTBY 3a0bITh O CBOEM MOPAJIBHOM TPEBOC-
XOJICTBE MJIU TTOXaJIeTh 0 HeM. Temeps s packauBaJjcs, 4TO
OIIMOCS B 3TUX CYIIECTBAX ¥ HE IPUMEHWII ITOJIMTUKY CHJIbI
nepBbIM. OIMH TOJIBKO BBICTPEN — U, py4aloch, OHU ObI BCEe
yoexanu. Ho packasgHueM aeny He ToMoxelllb. CBeT/ bl
MUp, KOTOPHIH S O30 B CBOMX MEUTaX, 00epHYJICS TITy00-
KM TEeMHBIM KOJIOAIIEM, B KOTOPOM Taujach CMEPTb.
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A otkpsin rnasza. Bece oHU cTosIIM 32 MOel CIIMHOM, He
XeJasi, YTOOBI S UX BUAE]. Takoe KOBapCTBO BBI3BAJIO BO
MHE ellle OoJiblliee OTBpalleHue. «Pa3 s momajicsa K BaM
B JIaTlbl, yoeiiTe MeHs1. K ueMy npsiTaTbCs!»

— Hy 3aueM Tak... — HEBOJBHO Hayaj I, HO TYT Xe
OCTaHOBWICS: Belb OHU HE TOHMMAIOT HAIIIeTro sI3bIKa.

EauHCTBEHHBIM CJIEACTBMEM MOUX CJIOB OBLIO TO, YTO
Jlaribl MyuMTesie cxanuch eule Kperde. [Ja ecau 6 oHU
U MOHSIJIA MEHS, TO BPSIJL JIM TOA0OpeIr Obl. YK JTydllie OHU
CBsI3aJIM ObI MEHSI BepeBKaMU, IIOTOMY YTO HU MO Iyllia,
HU TEJIO HE MOTJIU OOJIbIIIE BBIIEPXKATh TUX MSATKUX, KpeTl-
KUX, )KapKWX, OTBPAaTUTEIbHBIX OOBSITHIA.

B Bo3ayxe jetano Bce 60JIbllle KOPIITYHOB, KOTOPHIE,
paciiacTaB KpbUIbsl M CKJIOHMB TOJIOBbI, BBLKUAAIU yI00-
HBIf MOMEHT, YTOObI BEPHYThCS BHU3 U CHOBA IOJIAKO-
MMThCSI.

WNHTEpecHO, YTO 3aayMajid TPOKJIATHIE KOIIKW, TOp-
yaiye 3a Moeil cuHoi? Her xyke, Korna Te0s1 MeIIeH-
HO MUJIAT TYIBIM HOXOM. Sl HEMOABUXKHO CTOSLI U TJISIACT
Ha KOPILIYHOB. DTH XKECTOKME TBapH 3a HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
pacrpaBWIMCh C MOMM OEIHBIM IPYroM. 32 HECKOJIBKO MU-
HyT? Ho Torma ux Henb3s Ha3BaTh XKeCTOKMMU. «ThI JIETKO
yMep, — M03aBMIOBAJ 51 TOBapuily. — Thl BO MHOTO pa3
CyacTIMBee MEHsI, 00PEeYEeHHOIO Ha MEAJICHHYIO MBITKY!»

«XBaTUT XX€, XBaTUT!» — 4yTh OBLIO BHOBb HE COPBAJIUCH
¢ MouX ry0 HeHyxXHbIe ciioBa. HpaBoB 1 1oBamok Joaei
C KOIIAYbUMM MOPIAMU S HE 3HAJT, HO 3a MPOIIEIIINE MU-
HYTHl HA COOCTBEHHOM OIIbIT€ YOeIWJICs, YTO OHU CaMble
JKECTOKUE cylllecTBa Bo BceieHHOM. A 1 majadeii He Cy-
IIECTBYET CJIOBA «XBATUT»: MEIJIEHHO MYYUTb XEPTBY IS
HUMX CBOETo pona HaciaxneHue. Kakoii xke ToJIK TOBOPUTh
¢ Humu! S yXe MpUTOTOBUJICA K TOMY, YTO MHE OyIyT 3a-
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TOHSITh UTOJIKU IO HOT'TU WIM BJIMBAaTh B HOC KEPOCUH —
ecnr Ha Mapce BooOI1ie CYIIIECTBYIOT UTOJIKM U KEPOCHH.

Tyt g 3ar1akan — He OT cTpaxa, a OT TOCKHU [0 POJUHE.
Caemtbli, Bemkuii Kurait, riie HET HU 3KeCTOKOCTEH, HU
MBITOK, HU KOPIIYHOB, MOEIAILIMX MEPTBBIX, — HaBep-
HOe, s K& HUKOTITIa He BEPHYCh Ha TBOIO PaliCKYIO 3€MITIO
U HE CMOTY 0OJIbIlIe BKYCUTh CITIPABEIJINBOI YeTOBEYECKOMN
xu3Hn! Jlaxke ecim g BEDKMBY Ha Mapce, caMoe 00JIbIIoe
HacJaxXaeHue 30ech OyaeT Il MeHs cTpagaHuem!

Tem BpeMeHeM cylliecTBa ¢ KOLIAYbMMHU MOpAAMM YX-
BaTWJIA MeHsI 3a Horu. OHU TTO-TIpeXKHEMY He M3IaBajii HU
3BYyKa, HO S OIIYIIAJ] Ha CBOE CITMHE UX TOpsTuee TbIXaHHe.
MHe ObLJ10 TaK IPOTUBHO, OYATO BCErO MEHSI OOBUJIN 3MEU.

BHeszanmHo pasgajicsl OTYeTIMBBINA 3BOH, KOTOPBINA, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, HapyIIWJ OOJrue roabl 6e3mosBus. S u ceituac
WHOT/A eIl CJBIITY ero. DTo 3alleJKHYIMCh KaHJalbl Ha
MOMX HOTaX, TaKKMe TECHBIEC, YTO S TIepecTa YyBCTBOBATh
JIOOBIXKKU.

Kaxkoe npectymienue s copepiuni? Yto oHu coOMparoT-
cs caenaTh co MHo#? BpoueM, 4To paccykaaTh: B KOIlla-
YbeM OOIIIECTBE YEJTOBEUECKUI Pa3yM BPSII JIM HYXEH, He
TOBOPS YK€ O YYBCTBax.

3areM OHM Halmejad MHE Hapy4HUKM, HO JIall BCe-TaKu
He pazxumManu. YpeamepHasi oCTOPOKHOCTh (U3 Hee Bcerna
pOXKIaeTcs )KeCTOKOCTh), BUAUMO, SIBISICTCS HEOOXOIUMBIM
YCJIOBUEM XM3HU B CyMpaKe.

HanpoTus, Tenepb ABE MOTHHIE JIallbl BLIEMUIMCH MHE
ellle ¥ B IIel0. DTO 03HAYaj0, UYTO 51 He JOJIKEH OTIJISIbI-
BaTbCsl — KaK OyITO MHE XOTeJIOCh CMOTPETh Ha HUX!

MoXeT OBITb, U3 TOH K€ Ype3MEePHOU OCTOPOXKHOCTU
HaJl MOEW Imeeil yXe 3aHeceHBl CBEpPKaoIue KIMHKU?
«Ceityac moBeayT!» — IOAYMAJ 5, M CJIOBHO B OTBET JIIOIU
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C KOIIaYbMMU MOpPIAaMU AaJIM MHE MUHOK nof 3a1. S uyTh
OBLIO HE CBAJMJICS C HOT, HO JIallbl MSATKMMU KpIOYKaMU
yaepXaiu MeHsl. 3a CIIUHOM MOCbIIaloch PhIpKaHbe, Ka-
KOe OOBbIYHO M3JAIOT KOThl, — OYEBUIHO, MOM MYUYMTEIU
cMestnuch. KoHeuyHo, OHY pamyloTcsl, YTO MOTYT U3IeBaThCs
HaJl0 MHOTA!

SI Hapesicst, 9TO OBICTPOTHI paad OHU MTOHECYT MEHSI, HO
CHOBA XKeCTOKO OLIMOCS: OHU 3aCTaBWJIM MEHS UIITH CaMO-
ro, OyaTO MOrafaBIIMCh, HACKOABKO 3TO JJIS MEHSI My4u-
TEJIBHO.

[Tot 3anuBan MHe T1a3a, HO SI HE MOT CMaxHYTh €r0 HU
pyKaM#, CKOBAaHHBIMHU 3a CITUHOM, HY 1axkKe TIPOCTHIM IBU -
>KEHMEM TOJIOBBI, TaK KaK MEHS LIETIKO JEPXKaIM 3a LIEHO.
C ycuaueM BBIPSIMUBIIUCH, 5 1IeJl — HET, He Ilej, He
MOTY OI00paTh CJIOBO, CIIOCOOHOE BBIPA3UTh, UTO 51 ACIAI:
TIPBITAJT, TT0J13, U3BUBAJICS, KOBBUISIL...

[Tpoiins HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB, s YCJIBIIIAT — K CYACThIO,
OHU ellle He 3aTKHYJIM MHE YIIU — SPOCTHOE XJIOMaHbe
KPBIIBEB: 3TO KOPIIYHBI Pa3oM, KaK Ha roJjie 60si, puHy-
JIUCh B aTaKy... {l He MOT MPOCTUTH ceOe, UTO HE YCTIE BbI-
KOTIaTh MOTHJIY U TIOXOPOHUTH CBOETo ToBapuiia. [Touemy
s CTOJIBKO BpeMeHMU Tymo cuzes Ha Mecte?! Eciu 51 yueneio
1 KOrja-HUOyIb BEPHYCh CloJa, TO, HABEPHOE, U KOCTeil
TBOMX He Haiimy. HUUTO U HUKOTIA OTHBIHE HE 3aryIyIIUT
MOETO CThiZia, U KaXIbIi pa3, BCTIOMUHAs 9TU TievaibHbIe
MMHYTHI, 51 OyIy 4yBCTBOBAThH Ce0sI CAMbIM HUKUYEMHBIM Ye-
JIOBEKOM Ha cBeTe!

Bce Teno HbUIO, a MbICIM, TOYHO B OTYPHOM CHE, TO-
MPEeXXHEMY YCTPEMIISITUCH K TIOTHOIIIeMy Opyry. 3aKphIB IJ1a-
3a, s TIPEeJICTaBIISUI ce0e KOPIITYHOB, KITIOIOIIUX €r0 OCTAHKMU.
MHe 4ynuiaoch, OynTo OHM KJTIOIOT MO€ COOCTBEHHOE CeplIe.
Kyna mMeHs BenyT? OTKPBITh IJ1a3a MMENI0 Obl CMBIC] B TOM

28 Jlao IlI5

clty4ae, ecJIv OBl 51 HafesIcsl Ha Mo0er 1 XOTeJl 3alIOMHUTh
JIOPOTY, a TIPOCTO TJISIIETh IT0 CTOPOHAM HHU K yeMy. Moe Tejio
yKe He IPUHAUIEKAI0 MHE, S €T0 He YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 4eJio-
BEK TI0CJIE TSKEJIOro paHeHUsI. Mosl K3Hb ObIa B UYKMX
PYKax, HO 3TO YK€ He ITeYaIiIO MECHSI.

Korna st oTKpbuU1 T71a3a2, TO TOYYBCTBOBA ce0sl TOUHO
TOCJIe TTOXMEJThbs. 3aKOBaHHBIC HOTM JIOMHJIO, OOJIb OTIaBa-
Jack B cepaie. He cpa3y S moHsI, 4TO HAXOXYCh B JIOMIKE.
Kak 51 momnan B Hee, korna? Ho 3To Bce MyCTSIKU — TJIaB-
HOE, UTO HET TopsYuX Jiall U BOoOIlie HUKOro BoKpyT. Hamo
MHOI — cepeOpHrCcTO-TIeTneIbHOEe He00, BHU3Y — MAC/STHU-
cTast TeMHO-cepasi TOBEPXHOCTh peKM, KOTopast 0¢33ByIHO,
HO OBICTPO HECET MOIO JIONKY.

3

SI He myman HM O KaKuX OITaCHOCTSX, B MOEM IyIlle He
OBLJIO HMKaKoOTo cTpaxa. XKapa, rojion, xkaxzaa, 601b —
HUYTO HE MOIJO IOOOPOTh YCTAJIOCTU: Belb 51 OOJIbIIe
noayMmecsia JieTeJd B MeXIJIaHeTHOM Kopabue. Jleub Ha
CIIMHY MHE MeIllajJ HapyYHUKU, IOITOMY S yJIercs Ha
0OK M 3acHYJI, BBEpUB CBOIO XKU3Hb MACJASHUCTOMY I10-
TOKY. MoxXeT ObITb, MHE, IO KpailHell Mepe, MPUCHUTCS
XOpPOIIUA COH?

BHOBB 1 OUHYJICS B YIJIy HE TO KOJIOILIA, HE TO MaJIeHb-
KOW XVKMHBI 63 OKOH M aBepeit. [Ton eit 3aMeHsT Kycok
TPaBSIHUCTOM JTy>KaliKu, a KPbILIY — KJIOYOK CepeOpUucTo-
neneabHOro Heba. Mou pyku yxe ObUIM CBOOOJHBI, HO Ha
MOSICHULIE MpUOaBUIach TOJCTas BepeBKa. [pyroro KoH1a
BEPEBKU S HE BUJIE]I — HaBEPHOE, OH ObLI IMPUBSI3aH TIe-TO
HaBepxy. He nHaue kak MEHsI CITyCTWJIU ClOJla Ha BEPEBKeE.
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[MucTonet nmo-npexHemy jexan B kapmaHe. CrpanHo! Yero
OHM XOTIT OoT MeHs? Brikyna? CIuIIKOM XJIOITOTHO, TO-
TOMY YTO UM MPUAETCS TOrNa CAeTaTh Ha 3eMIII0. A MOXET
OBITh, OHU PEIIMIN BEIIPECCUPOBATh MOMMaHHOE 1yIOBH-
1Ile ¥ BBICTaBUTh B 300mnapKe? My oTrpaBUTh B KIIMHUKY
Ha mpenapupoBaHue? Bo Bcskom ciydae, 3To ObUIO ObI
He JINIIEHO IeJeco00pa3HOCTH. S yeMexHYICs: KaxkeTesl,
sl HAYMHAIO CXOIUTh C YMa.

Bo pry nepecoxiio. [ToueMy oHU He OTOOpalu y MeHsI
MUCTOJIeT? DTOT CTPaHHBIA M yCIIOKaWBawIIKi (hakT, Of-
HaKoO, He YTOJIMJI MO XaxXbl. £l cTasl 03upaThes U yBUIENT
B yIJIy KaMeHHBIN KyBIIUH. YTO B HeM? UTOOBI 3arIsTHYTh
BHYTPb, MHE IPUAETCS IpPHITaTh B CBOMX KaHaanax. I1pe-
BO3MoOrasi 60Jib, 51 ITOIPOOOBa MOAHATHCS, HO HOTH I10-
npexHeMy He ciylaauch MeHs. Konomell 6bu1 HellIMpoK,
U CTOWJIO MHE Jieub Ha 3eMJTI0, KaK JI0 KyBIIMHA OCTaJIOCh
OBl HECKOJIBKO BepiikoB. Ho BepeBKka Ha 1osice mpeaocTe-
peryia MeHsI OT OecIoyie3Hoi MonbITku. Eciu ObI s Jier Ha
KMBOT, BBITSIHYJI pyKH U IEPHYJICS, BEpEBKa IOCTaBUJIa ObI
MEHS Ha HOTH.

3amexiieecsi TOpJIO MOMOIJIO MHE M300pECTM TeHU-
aJIbHBIA TUTAH: HAJO JiedYb Ha CIIMHY W IBUTAaThCS HOTraMU
BIIEPEI, CIOBHO XYK, KOTOPBII OIPOKUHYJICS U HE MOXET
nepeBepHyThcs. HecMOTpsT Ha TO YTO BepeBKa ObLIa 3aBsi-
3aHa OYEHb TYTO, I BCe-TaKu CABUHYJ €€ BBEpX, Ha IPy/b,
YTOOBI OHA HE ITOMeIlajia MHE J0CTaTh A0 KyBIIuHa. Jlydre
60ub, yeM kaxkna! BepeBka riyboKko, 1o KpOBHM Bpe3anach
MHE B TeJIO, HO sI ABUTAJICS, He oOpaliiasi Ha 3TO BHUMaHMSI,
1 HaKOHEII TOTSIHYJICSI IO IParoleHHOCTH.

K HecyacTblo, KaHIa/Ibl HE TTO3BOJISLIA MHE Pa3IBUHYTh
HOTH, YTOOBI 00OXBATUTh MU KYBIIIMH, a KOT/A S Pa3BOAWII
HOCKH, 51 He MOT JIOTSIHYThCS 110 Hero. be3HanexHo!
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OcTaBajoCh TOJILKO JIexKaTh HAB3HUYb U [JISIIETh B HE0O.
MamuHaabHO HallylaB MUACTONET, S BBIHYJ €T0 U 3aJIi0-
6oBajicgd usdiHoi Bemuuei. [lotom mpucraBui ero 6ie-
CTsAIIee AyJI0 K BUCKY: CTOUT IIEBEIbHYTh HalblEM — U C
JKaXIOl MOKOHYeHo HaBcerga. Ho TyT MeHs oceHMIa HoBast
MbICITb. [TepeBepHYBIINCH HAa KUBOT, S ABAXKIIbI BHICTPEJIVII
o BepeBKe. OHa oOyrmnack. JIuxopamouHo padorast pyka-
MU 1 3y0amMu, s1 000pBa ee U B 0e3yMHOI pagoCcTy, 3a0bIB
PO KaHOaJlbl, BCKOYMJI Ha HOTY, HO TyT Xe ynai. Korma
1 IOIIOJI3 IO KYBIILMHA U 3arJISIHYJ1 BHYTPb, TaM YTO-TO GJiec-
HyJ10. MOXeT OBbITh, BoAa, a MOXKeT ObITh... Ho MHe ObLIO He
10 comHeHui. [TepBbIii e TPOXJIaTHbIN TIIOTOK ITOKa3aJIcs
MHe BKyCHee BOJIIIIEOHOTr0 HeKTapa. Y CHUJIMSI BCeTna BO3Ha-
IpaxkIalTcs: S HAKOHEII IIOHSUT 3TY IIPOCTEHIITYIO 3aII0BEb.

Bomsi 66110 cOBCEM HEMHOTO, U ST HE OCTaBUJI HU KaIlIN.

OOHSB CBOETO CITacUTeNsl — KYBIIWH, — 51 pa3MeuTai-
csl O TOM, 4TO 00sI3aTeJIbHO 3axBady €ro c co0oii, Korma
moJjieyy oopatHo Ha 3emunio. Ho TyT Xe moMpadHe: yBHI,
HaIeXabl HeT... JIoJro 51 cumes He IeBeNsICh, IO B TOp-
JIBILIKO KyBIIMHA. Hago MHOI ¢ OTPBIBUCTBIMM KPUKAMU
TpoJieTena ctasi MTuil. Sl OuHyJICs, TOAHSI TOJIOBY U YBUEI
PO30BYIO TT0JI0cKY 3apu. Cepoe He0O cleianoch Kak OyaTo
BBIIIIE U SICHEE, CTEHBI TOXE YKPACUJIMCh PO30BOIi KaliMOIA.
«Cxkopo cTteMHeeT, — noaymai 1. — Yo xxe nenatb?»

Bce pericTBusl, KOTOphIe ObUTM OBl YMECTHBI Ha 3eMilie,
3/1eCh He MOAXOAWIN. Sl He 3Ha CBOEro MPOTUBHMKA U HE
MPECTaBIIsUI, KakK ¢ HUM O0opoThes. Jlaxxe PoonH30H, Ha-
BEpHOE, HEe MCITBITHIBAJI HUYETO ITOAOOHOr0: OH OBLI CBO-
0oleH, a MHE MPEICTOSUIO0 OCBOOOAUTHCS M3 JIall JIIOJAC
C KOIIaubMMK MOPAAMHU, O KOTOPBIX AOCEJIe HUKTO HUYEro
He 3HaJl.

Ho uTo e Bce-Taku nenarb?
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